Introduction
Discuss the questions below with your partner.

1. What have you written today?

2. Which do you write most in your life,
messages, emails, stories, essays?

3. What are you doing this weekend?

React to the text

Read the conversation to the right and discuss
the questions below with your partner.

1) Would you like to join Fatih?

2) Why / Why not?

3) Is there any other information you’d like
to know?

4) Write your reply in the green box above.

Focus on Language
1) Why does Fatih use the present
continuous in this sentence: “I’'m having
a party on Friday”?
2) What are your plans for this weekend?
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Dear friends. | have my
birthday this weekend.
I'm having a party after
class on Friday. | would
like to invite you to join
me for drinks and pizzas
in Margheritas next to
the school. Moreover
there will be some free
drinks when you arrive.
Kind regards. Fatih.

| cannot come.

Who is going?

What time?
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Analysing a message
Text messages are an example of written spoken-English. Read the conversation again and
discuss the questions below with your partner.

1) How would you communicate Fatih’s message if you were speaking in person?
2) Compare your ideas with Fatih’s message. What is different?

3) How would you feel if you were Fatih and you received these replies?

4) Read the Text Conversation Analysis to check your ideas.

Text Conversation Analysis:

Fatih’s text message seems more like an email than a text message. Messages
should be more like spoken English than written English. When you’re writing a
message to friends, avoid formal language and email openers and closings.

“What time?” is quite a sudden question. Usually we would start with a comment
on the party and then ask questions.

Usually when we can’t attend an event we reply by apologizing and giving a reason.
For example “I’'m sorry. | can’t come. I'm having dinner with my parents”. We use
the present continuous to show that it is a fixed plan that was organized before.

Practice 1
Read the conversation below. Use the Text
Conversation Analysis to analyse the conversation.
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Hi all. I'm having a few

i ?
1. Is there anything you would change? peopie over to my house

2. Write a reply politely saying that you can’t on Friday to watch a film
and have some pizza.
come. Would you like to come?
3. Write another reply politely asking for more
information. I'm sorry. | can't

. Sounds great. What
Practice 2 time?

Have a conversation with your partner. In the

conversation:

o Explain your plans (using present continuous).

O Invite your partner(s) to join you.

o Turn down invites politely (apologizing and giving excuses with present continuous).

o Ask for more information politely (comment on the event & ask for information).
Reflection

How did you do? Use the criteria above to reflect on how successful you were in your
conversation.




